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NEWSLETTER
September
Sun 1st

10.30am

Mtg for Worship

Tues 3rd

7.30pm

Climate Change Group

Thur 5th

12.30pm

Mtg for Worship

Thurs 5th
Sun 8th
Tues 10th
Thurs 12th
Thurs 12th
Fri 13th
Sat 14th
Sat 14th
Sat 14th
Sun 15th
Thurs 19th
Fri 20th

7.pm
10.30am
7.30pm
12.30pm
7.30pm
11am-5pm
11am-5pm

Churches Together in Hereford
Mtg for Worship
Christian Ecology Group
Mtg for Worship

Friday 20th

11am-5pm

Heritage Day

see below

Sat 21st

11am- 5pm

Heritage Day

see below

Sun 22nd

10.30 am

Mtg for Worship

Thurs 26th
Fri 27th
Sun 29th
Tues OCT 1st

12.30pm
2pm
10.30am
7pm

Mtg for Worship
Picnic lunch
Experiment with Light
Mtg for Worship
Children’s Mtg/ Shared Lunch Food Bank
Paul Allen
See Pg 2

10.30am-4pm
10.30am
12.30pm

Business Mtg
Picnic lunch
see Pg 2.
see Pg 2
Picnic lunch

Book Club Why Be Happy When You Could Be Normal - Winterson

Heritage Day
see below
Heritage Day
see below
Ride and Stride
see below
Area Meeting at Abergavenny
Mtg for Worship
Mtg for Worship
Picnic Lunch
Extinction Rebellion Global Climate Strike see Pg.2

All Meetings, unless stated otherwise, will be held at the Quaker Meeting House, King Street, Hereford

Heritage Open Days –

Ride and Stride

Hereford Historic Churches Trust
Fri. 13th and Sat. 14th
Fri. 20th and Sat. 21st September
#Saturday 14th September
11am – 5pm
Our##meeting house will be open that day for Heritage Days, so we shall welcome the riders and
striders alongside other visitors who have come to see the meeting house

Matters Arising:
from LM, AM and MfS minutes

We heard the names of 16 Friends who were
arrested during demonstrations as part of
Extinction Rebellion (XR). XR is a worldwide
movement using nonviolent civil disobedience to
achieve radical change in response to the climate
emergency. It is supported, and guided, by many
Friends, its ethos and way being very much in
harmony with the Quaker Way. The named
Friends, acting under conscience, have been
included in the Court and Prison Register (CPR).
AM has sent a Minute (AM 19/54) to
Sufferings regarding BYM prioritising its support
for action to alleviate the Climate Emergency and
Environmental Breakdown. MfS will return to it in
October.
In the meantime, MfS has asked us to consider
whether there is a Quaker vision of how the
world could be in the future. How can our
testimonies to Peace, Equality, Simplicity, and
Integrity build a future where all life on Earth can
flourish?
If we can imagine it we can build it.

You may be aware that the centrally funded
Sanctuary Everywhere project has ceased. AMs,
LMs and individual Friends are asked to make
financial contributions if they feel moved to do
so. For the project to continue for another year
Friends House needs £75,000, so far donations
amount to (£15,000)
LM 19.51 Sanctuary Everywhere provides

resources, support and advice to almost 100
Quaker Sanctuary Meetings. Sanctuary
Everywhere was conceived of as a two-year
project and funded by a one-off legacy grant until
December 2019, when the work is currently due
to finish.
It is hoped to manage a year’s extension of this
.
work.
The plan is to continue to support meetings,
with a focus on getting them to a stage where
Friends can help each other rather than needing
central staff support.
We agree to send £1000 and to forward this minute
to Area Meeting.
##

Millichap Peace Fund

Zero Carbon Britain: A Climate
Emergency Action Plan
talk by

Paul Allen – Centre for Alternative
Technology (CAT)
Tuesday 1st October 2019 – 7.30pm
St. John's Methodist Church
St. Owen Street, Hereford HR1 2PR
Stalls & Refreshments 7pm
Admission Free - Donations invited
“We have the technology to power ourselves with
100% renewable energy, to feed ourselves
sustainably and to leave a safe and habitable
climate for our children and future generations”
Centre for Alternative Technology

Extinction Rebellion 20th September

Global Climate Strike
Members of Climate Change Group may know of
any local action planned.

Tuesday 10th September 7.30 pm:

Hereford Christian Ecology Group
Glenda and Michael Young on their
Traidcraft 'Meet the People' visit to Swaziland,
in St John's Methodist Church Hall, St Owen Street,
Hereford HR1 2PR.

Thursday 5th September, 7.00 pm:

Churches Together in Hereford
invite you to a guided tour of the
St John Medieval Museum and Coningsby Hospital,

Widemarsh Street, Hereford HR4 2NP.
Refreshments provided.

14 years a Factory
198 years the Quaker Meeting
House, Hereford
1680

1774

1805

1807
1820

Sir John Scudamore, Baronet, died. He left £400 in his will ‘to put the poor to work’.
Today this might be called a job creation scheme.
The money was to be held and invested by the Bishop of Hereford.
The money had been earning interest for 94 years but had not been used for the purpose
for which it had been bequeathed The bishop and the mayor decided that the best way to
satisfy legal requirements was to lend the money to experts in textile manufacturing to
create jobs.
A Mr Gough borrowed £500 of the charity money to build a factory to make flannel from
wool. The building that he built is still part of our meeting house. The width of the original
building can be seen by the extent of the kitchen ceiling, plus the same ceiling going out to
the row of pillars in the main meeting room. That is not a balcony above, it is the edge of
the upper floor of the original building! The length was today’s kitchen plus todays Room 1.
The large ceiling beam running down the middle of the ceiling was supported by cast iron
pillars to carry the weight of the looms above.
Only one pillar remains in its original position today, in the kitchen.
The building was completed, and he used it as security to borrow a
further £600 from the charity to fit it out with looms, etc.
After using the building for 13 years, Mr Gough sold the it to Mr John Benbow of The
Friars (on the corner of Barton Road and Friars Street, a short walk away). He was a
Glover, Hosier, tanner and fellmonger (he turned animal skins into leather).

1821

John Benbow sold the factory to the Quakers. It became a meeting house.

1822

John Benbow’s wife Jane was a Quaker. Their daughter, Jane, married
Thomas Atkinson, also a Quaker, in the new meeting house.

1823

A picture of the new meeting house was painted. It shows how the
factory would have looked before Friends bought and extended it. Are the figures in the
picture the newly married couple and her father?
A wedding present perhaps?
Copy of the picture supplied to us by Friends House.

1826

The original building was extended to more than double its original size. See the separate
information sheet on this major undertaking. Available in meeting house

1850

John Benbow died. He was buried in the garden of the meeting house.

##

1883

Many could not read the Bible for themselves, and this was a concern to many people,
including Quakers. They established an adult school in the meeting house.

1886

The Room 2 two storey extension was built by this year, to provide more space for the adult
school.

1953

The Adult School had reduced to just a few people, as compulsory schooling had been in long
enough to ensure that most adults could read.

1955

In this year the photographers Geoffrey and Richard Hammond were using the upper floor of
the original factory building as a studio, it had an external staircase (traces can be seen on the
outside wall)

1958

Meeting for Worship was held in Room 1 at this time. The meeting house was heated by a
‘pot bellied’ coal stove. The large main meeting room still had a raised Elders Gallery along the
wall that backs onto the garden. The panelling shows the position. The entrance to the
building was still through the original factory barrow entrance, a wide round topped door
which today is our kitchen window.

1962

A new entrance was built.

1963

Around this date the partition wall between Room 1 and the Meeting Room was moved, to
make room 1 the size it is now, and Meeting for Worship returned to the larger Meeting
Room.

1986
1987

The upper floor was altered and a new internal staircase provided, so that it could be let
separately.
A new outer lobby and kitchen were constructed. A suspended ceiling was added to the
Meeting Room, for economy of heating.

1995

The front doors were replaced.

2009

The building was completely re-roofed, with used slates and new guttering.

2017

A doorway was cut from the meeting room to the garden and French doors were fitted.

As well as being a place of worship for Quakers the meeting house is let to other members of the
community for occasional or regular use. The rooms are for groups and organizations that benefit
society, the public and the community. We do not allow the consumption of alcohol or gambling
(inc. raffles), and generally not political parties, in the Meeting House.
It remains primarily a place of public worship.
What is offered?
A quiet pleasant comfortable building in Quaker ownership from the early 1800’s.
Three rooms of different sizes, all on the ground floor, carpeted.
A kitchen with facilities for making hot drinks, but no supplies or storage for supplies . The facilities are not
approved by the local authority as suitable for food preparation.
The kitchen cannot be
booked, it will be available to all room users during the time that they are using rooms.
Two unisex toilet cubicles, one suitable for those with disabilities. This has facilities for baby changing. There
are no phone, wifi or office facilities.
Lettings contact:
##

Judith Baresel,

Phone 01432 269073

Email, hmhbookings@smquakers.org.uk

Friends, please pass this on to anyone who might be interested.
The meeting house will be open to anyone who wishes to 'see inside'. Visitors of
other beliefs and none are welcome. Free admission, no 'collection'. We are not
wanting to preach to you, 'convert' you, or sign you up. We do not have 'services',
Our 'meetings' are on Sundays and Thursdays. We do not 'consecrate' our
buildings; the building is not 'holy'. It was a factory before we bought it in 1821.
But we like it and we hope that you will too.
John Meaford

##

September AppeaL
Home-Start believes that children need a happy
and secure childhood and that parents play the key
role in giving their children a good start in life and
helping them to achieve their full potential.
Home-Start Herefordshire (HSH) is an
independent charitable organisation that offers a
unique service, recruiting and training volunteers
who in turn offer support, friendship and practical
help to families with children 0-18yrs who are
experiencing difficulties.

Home-Start Herefordshire works towards the increased confidence and independence
of the family by:
1. offering visiting to families in their own homes, where the dignity and identity of
each individual can be respected and protected
2. reassuring parents that difficulties in bringing up children are not unusual and
encouraging enjoyment in family life
3. developing a relationship with the family in which time can be shared and
understanding can be developed; the approach is flexible to take account of different
needs
encouraging the parents’ strengths and emotional well-being for the ultimate
benefit of their own children
encouraging families to widen their network of relationships and to use effectively
the support and services available within the community.
Home-Start aims to prevent neglect and ensure children’s emotional and physical
needs are better met.
Book club
Recent Appeals
May: £190 for Global Justice Now
June: £150 for UK Student Climate
Network
July: £165 for Lifelines

October

Area Meeting Dates
Abergavenny - Trinity Hall, Baker St.
14th September 10.30am for 11am
2pm Laurie Michaelis workshop
‘Zero Carbon Quakers’

Hereford

Deadline for October issue 25th Sept,
Editor: pat.gundrey@smquakers.org.uk

##

at 56 Broomy Hill
On the The Black Hill - Chatwin

9th November

For more information about Quakers
Clerk: ruth.stanier@smquakers.org.uk

