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March 2020
Sun 1st

10.30am

Mtg for Worship

Business Mtg

Thurs 5th

12.30pm

Mtg for Worship

Picnic lunch

Fri 6th

11am

World Day of Prayer at Cathedral

see below

Fri 6th

7.30pm

Hereford Christian Ecology Group

see page 2

Sun 8th

9.45 am

Discussion Group

see page 2

Sun 8th

10.30am

Mtg for Worship

Thurs 12th

12.30pm

Mtg for Worship

Thurs 12th

7.30pm

Book Group At 56 Broomy

Fri 13th
Sat 14th
Sun 15th
Tues 17th
Thurs 19th
Sun 22nd
Sun 22nd
Tues 24th
Thurs 26th
Fri 27th

2pm
11am - 4pm
10.30am
7.30pm
12.30pm
9.45am
10.30am
6pm
12.30pm
2pm

Experiment with Light
Area Meeting
Clun Valley
Mtg for Worship
Mtg. for ideas
see page 2
Threshing Group on BYM Finances
see page 2
Mtg for Worship
Picnic lunch
Discussion Group
see page 2
Mtg for Worship
Performance by Syrian children
see page 3
Mtg for Worship
Picnic lunch
Experiment with Light

Sun 29th

10.30am

Mtg for Worship, Children’s Mtg

Mon 30th

7pm for 7.30pm Stories from Israel and Palestine

Picnic lunch
Hill

see page 4

shared lunch
see page 3

Tues 31st
All Meetings, unless stated otherwise, will be at the Quaker Meeting House, King Street, Hereford
.

Area
the
Meetings 2020
11am – 4pm

Clun Valley
Mar14th
Almeley Wootton May 9th
Pales F’ship Day June 13th
Ross
July 11th
Llandrindod
Sept 13th
Hereford
Nov 14th
##

World Day of Prayer

Friday 6th March

There will be a service at the Cathedral at 11.00 am,
All are invited

World Day of Prayer (formerly Women's World Day of Prayer) originated
in the USA and Canada in the 19th century and is a now a worldwide
ecumenical movement of informed prayer and prayerful action. The day
is celebrated in over 170 countries; it starts in Samoa and ends, more
than 36 hours later, in American Samoa. This year's service has been
prepared by women in Zimbabwe.

Matters Arising

from February Business Meeting

A Threshing Meeting to consider our financial support
for Britain Yearly Meeting and Friends House London

Quaker Faith and Practice (12.26) explains the phrase 'threshing
meeting': “This term currently denotes a meeting at which a variety of
different, and sometime controversial, opinions can be openly, and
sometimes forcefully, expressed, often in order to defuse a situation
before a later meeting for worship for business.
”As agreed at our February business meeting, we shall hold a threshing
meeting on Tuesday 17th March at 7:30 pm in the meeting
house to explore further the issues raised by Tim and Friedel
Thompson, who asked questions such as: "Do we agree with the level
of salaries paid to Friends House staff?", "Do we believe our money
would be better spent if used locally or to support small charities,
Quaker and others, that do not use as much of our money to pay
their own wages and costs?", "Do we need Friends House to be in
London, where costs are so high?"These questions gave rise to lively
and well-informed discussion, which we intend to continue at our
threshing meeting.

Sunday morning discussion group

Our discussions of Quaker Faith and Practice took place at 9:45 on
Sunday mornings, and at our final session some Friends asked whether
we could continue to have discussions at that time, on a different
theme. We agree to meet on the second and fourth Sundays of each
month, starting in March. Initially we shall consider the questions for
reflection and the associated study material suggested as preparation
for Yearly Meeting Gathering. We ask Susanna Grunsell to lead the
first session. The first topic will be: Clarity and common sense in YM
language.
Until our Yearly Meeting Gathering discussions are complete, the
Climate Change Response Group will not meet on Tuesday evenings,
as the topics covered will overlap.

Divestment from fossil fuels

David Straker brought to us the suggestion that we might sign a pledge
about divestment from fossil fuels. Operation Noah, the World
Council of Churches, the Global Catholic Climate Movement, Green
Anglicans and Green Faith are inviting religious and spiritual
institutions from around the world to join a multi-faith global
divestment announcement on 26-28 March 2020.
Divestment is a powerful action that organisations can take in
response to the climate emergency, shifting investments out of the
problem and into the solution. Organisations, such as our meeting,
which do not currently hold such investments can take part by
pledging to not invest in fossil fuels in the future. We agree to support
the declaration when it is produced.

Your ideas and thoughts are needed..............
There is to be a half hour meeting held on the 15th March
because our meeting is getting smaller, we are getting older and
people are not queuing up to join us!
A fresh look is needed.
All we want is your opinions. Everyone is invited to come along
with thoughts and ideas. It is just an exploration.
The meeting will be on the Sunday 15th March immediately
## after Meeting for Worship.

Appeal for Appeals
Dominic and I would welcome any
suggestions for Appeals. The name
of a charity which you support,
and/or any ideas and opinions
about the best way to use our
money. Presently we hold appeals
for Quaker-led, local and ‘general’
charities in more or less equal
proportion. Are Friends happy with
this; should we widen/narrow our
scope? There are thousands of
seemingly worthy causes and most
‘talk the talk.’ Any advice about
which ‘walk the walk’ would be
much appreciated. We would
especially be grateful for
information about local charities.

Mandy Lawrence

APPEALS
Our recent appeals have raised:
Megan Baker House £238.00
St. Peter’s Winter Shelter £280
Home-Start Herefordshire £286.
Quaker Bolivia Link £210

Hereford Christian Ecology
Group -

Fri 6th March, 7.30 pm:
Dr Adrian Crew, Senior Research
Fellow and Senior Lecturer at the
University of the West of
England, Bristol, will give an
illustrated talk on….

‘The Wonderful World of
Mud: the greatest ecosystem
on earth’
in St John's Methodist Church
Hall (enter from St Owen Street
or East Street). All are welcome.

EAPPI

Monday 30th March 2020
Refreshments & stall 7 pm
Talk 7.30 pm
Friends Meeting House

EYEWITNESS
Stories from Palestine and Israel
Come and hear first-hand from Belinda
Pyke returned from three months in East
Jerusalem.




What is daily life under occupation really
like?
What is the Israeli peace movement doing?
What can be done to promote a just peace
in Israeli-occupied Palestine?

Hosted by the Hereford Palestine Solidarity
Campaign

This month’s appeal

Palestine and Israel Ecumenical
Accompaniment Programme (EAPPI) is an
international programme co-ordinated by the
World Council of Churches. It brings people
from around the world to the West Bank to
serve for three months as human rights
monitors. We call them Ecumenical
Accompaniers (EAs).
EAPPI was founded in response to a call from
the Heads of Churches in Jerusalem. Since 2002
over 1,500 international volunteers from 22
countries have served as EAs. In the UK and
Ireland it is coordinated by British Quakers on
behalf of 16 churches and NGOs who we call
our partners.
Our vision
Our vision is a future in which the military
occupation of Palestine (the West Bank,
including East Jerusalem, and Gaza) has ended
and both Palestinians and Israelis enjoy a just
peace with freedom, dignity and security based
on international law.
Our Mission
Our mission is to witness life under occupation,
engage with local Palestinians and Israelis
pursuing a just peace, and work to change the
international community's involvement with the
conflict, urging them to act against injustice in
the region.

Syrian Children Perform

Friends will be aware that since the New Year there has
been lots of rehearsing going on in the Meeting House at
weekends. About 20 children from 6 to 16 years old have
been working to produce a performance including song,
dance & words. We now have a date for the performance.
This is Tuesday 24th March at 6.00 in St John's
Methodist Church and should last about 1 hour.
This initial performance is for the families and their friends.
It is not intended as a performance for the wider public but
people from Meeting are invited as a thank you for all the
support given both from individuals and in the generous
allowance of use of the Meeting House, so do come if you
can. We will also be extending a welcome to the members
of the Methodist Church. In June it is intended to celebrate
Refugee week and around by having a performance in
Hereford for invited guests like our MP, Councillors etc and
for interested members of the public. We also hope to take
them a little further afield in the County.
##

What we do EAPPI recruits ordinary people
from the UK and Ireland to live alongside
communities working non-violently against the
military occupation. EAs range in age from 25 to
70 years old and are from many different
backgrounds, but what they all share is a deep
dedication to human rights. We use the
internationally recognised model of
"accompaniment" as the framework for what we
do. This model is guided by International
Humanitarian Law and requires a strategic local
presence and international pressure in order to
be effective. It is also seen by EAPPI as a biblical
model for acting justly in the way of Christ.

HEREFORD FRIENDS VISIT WASTE-SORTING SITE,
reflections by Mandy Lawrence
The train arrived promptly and all had seats. At Worcester, we navigated traffic-crammed road
without loss of life or limb and all was going well. The bus station was more challenging. The electronic
information board gave gloomy tidings that we had 3/4hour wait but mysteriously the X50 appeared
after about 25 minutes. With the help of the bus driver, we alighted in Worcestershire countryside
and had a short walk to the site.
Our guide, Michelle, was informative with an easy informal approach. Knowing how I ‘drift’ when
‘talked to’, I was impressed that she held my attention throughout. She answered nearly all our many
questions and clarified several issues: yes, brown flower pots can be recycled and yes, all coloured
plastic trays can be recycled, except black. We learned about the process of recycling, which explained
the ‘whys’ behind the ‘whats’. (Conveyer belts are black so sorting machinery cannot pick out black
objects). We watched a short, I thought, excellent animation that would be a good resource for
schools.
We then went to the viewing platform to see real-life action. The staff were just returning from their
break into the large cold warehouse and the noise increased dramatically. Conversation was not
possible. We wore headphones with small transmitters so we could ask questions. The scene
resembled a life-sized creative Lego display or maybe an assortment of fun fair roller-coaster rides.
JCBs tipped out great quantities of waste which were shunted up and down various chutes and
assembly lines, being tossed and separated into different categories and finally secured into great bales,
ready to be taken to the next destination, eventually to be reformed into their new recycled identities.
Some sorting was done by hand; the sorters in protective clothing.
We watched for about 10 minutes which was more than enough in terms of our comfort. The
workers certainly earn their money. We gave genuine thanks to Michelle and hurried for our bus
which was more or less on time.
Being much less knowledgeable than most Friends, I was surprised that waste management is so profit
driven. A product is recycled if it is ‘worth’ it financially. Whether we should celebrate that the market
is coming to the rescue, I am uncertain; can it be the knight in shining armour? I have described our
journey in some detail as this too gave food for thought. I left my flat just gone 8am and arrived home
a little after 3pm. We spent 90 minutes at the site. With a senior citizen rail card but no concessionary
bus pass, it cost about £13.50. It was a pleasurable excursion and I greatly enjoyed the day. We were
lucky, no cancellations, no crowding and no rain. If I made this journey 5 days a week for an 8 hour
shift, it would be more daunting. We observed that the bus seemed well-used. Whether through
lifestyle choice or lack of this, is worth considering?
(These are my thoughts only; I do not speak for group. The opinions of others would be most helpful)

Book Group

March Pigeon English Stephen Kelman
April The Sense of an Ending Julian Barnes

Editor: pat.gundrey@smquakers.org.uk
Deadline for April issue is 20th March
##

Wildlife Rescue

Friends who have been inspired to crochet
nests for rescued birds in Australia will be
pleased to know that Hobbycraft is available
as a collecting point.
P.G.

Clerk: ruth.stanier@smquakers.org.uk
For information about Quakers

