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Meeting for Worship
In Meeting House –

July 11th, 25th 10.30am to 11.30am
Every Thursday 12.30pm to1pm
followed by picnic lunch

On Zoom

BMtg.4th July after MtgfW
July 4th 18th– 10.30am to 11.15am

Discussion Group
Tuesday 13th July at 7.30pm
subject ‘Truth’
Experiment with Light
2nd and 4th Friday at 2pm
contact Collette or Sheila
Reading Group
1st July 7.30pm
The Running Hare (The secret

life of farmland)

John Lewis- Stempel
contact Kathy Burrows
AM Mtg for Learning
Monday 19th July at 10am
Subject ‘Sustainbility’

Clerks’s Comment
It’s a shock to know we are halfway through another year and we are still
dancing to the tune of Covid. You will have realised our Bicentenary shared
meal 11th July will have to be postponed, although we will still have Meeting
for Worship in the Meeting House that day. It’s hard to think there are
Friends we haven’t seen for well over a year now. However, life is becoming
more normalised.
Recently I took the Sleeper train to Scotland and walked part of the West
Highland Way. It was wonderful to meet new people out in the open air.
Nearly everyone was happy to briefly stop and chat asking – ‘how far have
you come, where is your next destination?’ I met two separate couples
walking from John O’ Groats to Land’s End. In contrast Josh had made an
instant decision to walk The Way and was suffering from poor equipment and
very sore feet. Yet everyone oozed enthusiasm, determination and purpose
that felt most refreshing after weeks of living in limbo. The tracks are rough
and boulder strewn and I snailed up the Devil’s Staircase (happy to give the
Devil something to smirk about) only to find the impatient hikers sitting at

the top re-gaining their puff – clearly a tortoise and hare scenario.
To alight from the train and begin walking in the early morning,
scenting the pines, birches and myrtle with a mischievous mist playing
the mountain, was for me the essence of Scotland. The good thing was
I felt safe on the trains, in the hotels and restaurants where booking
ensured social distancing. Perhaps we can all live (a little more)
adventurously and enjoy the summer.
Audrey

Message from our treasurer

Friends contribute to our Meeting in many ways, one of which is
financial. Thank you to those of you who have made continuing
financial contributions to our meeting, which have helped us to carry
on even though we have had no income from room lettings during the
pandemic.
Many of you pay by regular donations which come automatically
through the bank. If you prefer to make a one-off donation, you can
send a cheque or CAF voucher to me at 3 Brookside, Hereford, HR1
2RN or, if you are attending Meeting in person, hand your donation to
me.
Cheques and CAF vouchers should be made payable to “Hereford
Quakers”. We do not have a record of how much we have contributed
to the monthly appeals since March 2020, as Friends have been
sending their donations directly to the charities concerned but,
according to the little I have heard, the charities have been grateful.
Ruth Stanier

Appeal:
Medecins sans Frontier
Yemen is starving and war-torn. This year, UNICEF stated that
Yemen is the largest humanitarian crisis in the world, with more
than 24 million people – about 80 per cent of the population – in
need of humanitarian assistance, including more than 12 million
children. COVID-19 is spreading. Sanitation and clean water are in
short supply. Only half of health facilities are functioning, and many
of those remaining lack basic equipment. Many health workers are
receiving no salaries. The effects of traumatising war injuries to
civilians are accentuated by low physical and mental resistance due
to malnutrition and deprivation.
After consideration, we suggest that Friends wishing to support this
appeal donate to MSF (Medecin Sans Frontier: Doctors without
Borders). This is a leading emergency medical humanitarian
organisation, awarded the Nobel peace prize 1999. They are
independently funded and have no political affiliation. They are
especially renowned for taking assistance to the most dangerous
.
areas where
others do not go. They aim ‘always to be there’. Their
latest newsletter details some of their work in Yemen where they
are very active.
MSF comment that what is often called a civil war in Yemen ‘looks a
lot more like an international war’ with the most powerful countries
jostling for influence and arming their chosen ‘side’. The UK is
complicit in the devastation of Yemen. Licences for sale of arms to
Saudi Arabia continue to be granted; meantime In March ’21, the
government announced that aid to Yemen has been slashed from
£160 million to £87 million. There has been criticism of this within
the Conservative party in addition to wide-spread dismay, nationally
and world-wide. Friends may consider asking Jesse Norman MP to
stand alongside fellow MPs such as Teresa May, Andrew Mitchel,
Jeremy Hunt and Tobias Ellwood, and to call on the Prime Minister
to respond with compassion and good sense. Donate to MSF Yemen
appeal by phone 0800 055 79 83, or online MSF.org.uk/donate or
‘Medecins Sans Frontieres’ (MSF), Bumpers Way, Bumpers Farm,
Chippenham SN 14 6NG
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Three Counties Defence and
Security Expo
Three Counties Showground, Malvern,

7-8 July
Three Counties CAAT are planning a
protest on Thursday 8th July

MAIN ACTION
2.00pm Barnard's Green (WR14 3BS)
VIGIL
3.30-5.00pm
Showground Brown
Gate (B4029/Hanley Road)
Demonstration in the lay-by opposite
as people leave the arms fair.
Extra action for early risers / locals
Delegates arriving at the same Brown
Gate 8.30-9.30am.
For more information, please contact
Mandy Lawrence.

:
Humankind has not woven the web
of life.
We are but one thread within it.
Whatever we do to the web, we do
to ourselves.
All things are bound together, all
things connect.
Chief Seattle quote

Message from Susanna
At the Discussion on Testimonies on Tuesday 13/7 at 7.308.30. the subject will be Truth. A suggestion is that all

attending that evening bring a contribution of words/thoughts
on Truth to share. It can be a poem, quotation, personal
definition or story or picture even. We will welcome all
interpretations of this much misunderstood word
‘Zoom Meetings for Worship in the Southern Marches Area Meeting
Local Meetings hold regular Meeting for Worship and you
are invited to join any of them. Please use the contact details shown to
get the necessary Zoom Link

The following

u

Abergavenny LM Sundays at 10.30am 1 hour
debbie.clarke@smquakers.org.uk
Almeley Wotton LM Sundays at 10.45am
kit.byatt@smquakers.org.uk
Clun Valley LM Sundays at 10.30am 1 hour
linda.murray-hale@smquakers.org.uk
Brecon Wednesdays at 10.30am 30 minutes
chris.robertson@smquakers.org.uk
Hereford LM Sundays at 10.30am 45 minutes
audrey.nunn@smquakers.org.uk
Llandrindod LM (1st and 3rd Sundays) at 10.30am 1 hour
peter.hussey@smquakers.org.uk
Ludlow LM Sundays at 10.30am 1 hour
cynthia.prior@smquakers.org.uk
Ross on Wye LM Sundays at 11.00am 1 hour
richard.hankins@smquakers.org.uk

Sunday 11th July
At 2pm

A Wild Flower Walk
On Bartonsham
Meadows
Led by ecologist
Anna Gundrey

info@friendsofbartonsha
mmeadows.org.uk

Herefordshire Inter Faith Group
We are rehearsing songs for the Interfaith Peace Service to be held at Madley Church on Sun, Sept.
20th for International Peace Day. The songs are from or inspired by a variety of traditions with the
theme of Peace.
We are looking for a few more voices to join the group ( Christian, Sufi, Hindu, Jewish, Buddhist and
Universal). You don't need to be a trained singer, just willing to have a go.
Please get in touch if you are interested in joining us or would like to know more.

different reasons and for

Email hello@herefordshire.og.uk or phone Mike on 01981 500764.

HereForD in 1821
A note about Quakers before we had our present Meeting House site.
The first mention of Quakers in Hereford which I could find was in 1660, when 23
Quakers were arrested at a meeting in Hinton. There is apparently a continuous
record of Quakers suffering until The Act of Toleration in 1689 when they registered
their Meeting House in “city suburbs without Fryne Gate in a building in Quaker
Lane”. In fact prior to 1689 fines were imposed on those who refused to attend
Anglican services. There was a note made saying the Meeting House in Quaker Lane
was seldom used. Perhaps not surprising as in 1676 the Meeting House was
apparently “despoiled by townspeople”. However despite a relaxation which meant
it was no longer essential for Nonconformists to remain outside the city walls it was
not until 1821 that we moved to our present site. John & Wendy Meaford’s excellent
account tells us all about our present site & its development. We were part of a slow
wave of non-Anglican places of worship being established within the city. The first
chapel within Hereford’s city walls was the Connexions Chapel in Berrington Street built in 1789/90 and now a Bingo Hall. St Francis Xavier in Broad Street, the Roman
Catholic Church, was built between 1837 & ’39. St John’s Methodist Church in St
Owen’s Street was built in 1879-80, replacing a Primitive Methodist Chapel which had
been just outside St Owen’s Gate
It is interesting to note that this was a time when the population of Hereford was
rapidly expanding. At the time of the first census in 1801 it was 6,828; it grew to
7,306 by 1811 and then to 9,076 by 1821. New civic buildings were also being built –
in 1811 the Guildhall in Widemarsh Street and in 1815 the Shire Hall. 1832 was the
year of the First Reform Act and more locally the year John Venn became vicar of St
Peters.
Ref. “Short History of Hereford”, Collins; “The Book of Hereford”, Jim & Muriel
Tonkin; “The Story of Hereford”, Andy Johnson & Ron Shoesmith.
Unfortunately due to staff not being present in either Friends House Library or
Woodbrooke Library I have been unable to track down the Epistle from Yearly
Meeting for 1821. That’s a piece of investigation for a later date. Jane Straker

In the next issue we continue with John and Wendy Meaford’s
account of the acquisition of and the early days in the present building.

Editor: pat.gundrey@gmail.com
Deadline for August issue 20th July

Clerk:
audrey.nunn@smquakers.org.uk

